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Facebook: Lot's Wife

X/Twitter: @lotswifemag

Lot's Wife Office: don't even bother you won't fit (room
1.135, Campus Centre)

Lot's Wife is the student magazine of the Monash Student

Association (MSA). The views expressed herein do not

necessarily reflect those of the MSA, the printers, or ed-
itors. All material remains the property of the accredited

creators and shall not be redistributed without consent.

Images sourced from Unsplash unless otherwise speci-
fied.

Approved by the Returning Officer.

Acknowledgement of Country

We acknowledge the Traditional Owners of the land on which Lot's Wife Magazine is produced,
published, and printed, the Bunurong people of the Kulin Nation. We pay our respects to Elders, past

and present, and acknowledge their spiritual connection to Country. Sovereignty was never ceded
and Lot's Wife will always fight for the self-determination of First Nations Australians.
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litors of Lot's Wife

Editorial

age 6

Dear readers,

Lot's Wife is back for Edition 4, the first for this se-

mester, in a distinctly chaotic time. After those 6

weeks of holidays (or thereabouts), everyone is
in a scramble to get back into the uni schedule

- readings, lectures, and in the worst case, assign-
ments.

Chaotic certainly describes the process of cre-

ating this edition, which will, disappointingly, be
released later than planned. Although at the time

of writing, the election dates have not officially
been announced, it doesn't take the investigative

skills of Hercule Poirot to figure out the dates will

be set at the coming MSC, which means we have

to send this edition off to the Returning Officer for

eensorship approval. But since the returning offi-

cer hasn't been formally appointed yet, we can't

get them to sign off on the edition sufficiently early

to get it to the printers on time. A rather unfortu-

nate confluence of events, but alas, bar complain-

ing in these very pages, there's nothing we can do

about the Election Regulations.

Despite the chaotic birth of this edition, we hope
there is much for you to read and enjoy this time

around. Unfortunately the wine reviewing crew

couldn't rally around for a second time due to

some unlucky illness timing, but in happier news,
we've collaborated with a local ice-cream review

team to inform you all of the best places to indulge

(preferably in the summer) in a sweet and chilly
treat.

Similarly, we weren't able to pop up to Sydney for

the NUS' annual Self-Flagellation Conference, or

EdCon, as it's better known. We hear along the

grapevine that there were some shenanigans as

usual, with the conference having to be terminat-

ed before its last plenary due to some rather great

unrest among conference attendees of a certain

faction. There was also apparently the invitation

of a former Deputy Leader of the National Party to

speak to the conference about regional education
who knew that the first Student Left controlled

EdCon would be so controversial? Although we

weren't able to go, a number of other MSC mem-

bers went along, so you'll be able to read their
reports to MSC when the minutes are published
some time in mid-2028.

With election season for student unions across the

country approaching with great speed, at Lot's

Wife, we're excited about only one thing - the in-

evitable creation of many overly niche meme ac-

counts where grievances can be aired  and secrets

leaked in an amusing fashion that escapes regu-

latory remedy. In our opinion, Monash and the

MSA don't yet have a meme account worthy of

the name, but hopefully that changes quick smart,
given there are so many comical events that take

place, and just because they might be "potentially

defamatory" we can't tell you about them.

In any case, we would be remiss not to remind

you of your democratic duty to cast a vote and
make your voice heard in the elections. With the

paucity of turnout these days, every single vote

counts. With the university administration always
looking for ways to lock out the MSA, it's critical
that whomever is elected can claim the mantle of

democratic legitimacy and a mandate to push for

improvements across the whole spectrum of stu-
dent life.

Moving on from the MSA elections, which I'm
sure you'll get rather sick of hearing about soon



Editorial

enough, we hope you're all settling in well to the return to uni life, and that you remembered to do your

pre-week 1 lectures and readings - even though they are invariably the least relevant and most boring of
all the content ever assigned.

In rather different news, since our last edition, your HECS balance has been increased by a casual 2.8%-

which is apparently something to be grateful for, as it's the lowest indexation since 2021. We aren't feeling
particularly generous. Although the Albanese Government dished out a 20% one-off cut as an election

bribe last year (doing the right thing for the wrong reason), there has been disappointingly little actual

improvement in the higher education space. We are still stuck with the disastrous Job-Ready Graduates

Package, despite the MSA's (feeble) campaign against it, and more importantly, the Government's various

commitments to remove it,  and HECS balances for all uni students just keep increasing with increasingly
little to show for it.

In another blow on the cost of living front, the free public transport that got so many of us through May
and June has now been taken out back and shot, to be replaced with half-price transport instead. While

this is of course better than nothing, we find ourselves vehemently in agreement with the MSC in calling

for the program to be renewed and made permanent, although we will go one step further, finding our-
selves in even rarer agreement with SAlt, and say that public transport in Victoria ought to be brought

back under the public aegis as a matter of urgency and importance.

Lots of love,

Alessandro, Josh, and Tyra
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Editors of Lot's Wife

Alessandro

Feeling: content

Listening to: Alkan's Douze
Études dans tous les tons mi-

neurs

Craving: fried chicken

Editorials

Unlike Mr Chuah, this winter has been rather a cold one for me, as

the heater in our house decided to give up the ghost just when it

started getting cold - I've had to extract blankets never before seen

to avoid my toes turning into iceblocks.

On the whole, my break has been rather pleasant, and I'm disap-

pointed it's coming to an end so soon. Unlike the summer holidays,
which feel never ending, the length of the winter break always has

me feeling like I have to start my readings next week. I'm writing

this just after results for last semester dropped, and while my perfor-

mance certainly wouldn't be described as stellar, I was pleasantly
surprised when they released 42 minutes early (I swear they never

release them at the planned time).

I've spent a bit more solitary of a break than usual, as an unpleasant-

ly large number of my friends have decided to bugger off to Japan,
or Europe, or the snow, but I'm not mad about it. My goal for these

holidays was to rebuild my PC and really lock into some games I've

been meaning to try for ages, and I would say I've been mostly suc-
cessful. The process of building my PC was, as I had expected, im-

mensely stressful, and my worst fears were realised when it didn't

boot when it was supposed to. Eventually, after a trip to a PC shop,
the problem was remedied (even though I swear I had already done

what they did to fix it), and I've been gaming away no problem.

I'm rather looking forward to the coming MSA elections (yes I am a

hack) - this annual festival of democracy and shitfuckery always en-

genders some amusing stories, slanderous posters, and awkward

messages, all of which I'm sure will bring great joy. I will once again

apologise for the delay in your receiving this Edition - the timing

with us and the appointment of the RO really threw a spanner in the

works. In any case, I hope you enjoy it.
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Tyra

Hello hello fellow baddie divas,

Welcome to semester two! I hope everyone enjoyed their Euro sum-

mers, and for those of us who stayed behind to endure the bitter

Melbourne cold - we're God's strongest soldiers.

Other than almost losing a finger or two during the break, life has

been adequate to say the least. I'm not really sure what to write for

this edition, I'm not particularly annoyed about anything, nor am I

particularly happy about anything.  Which is odd, because typicallyI
have a million different things to say.

I am pleased that I didn't have to go to EdCon, where the respective

Labor Party hacks of each university campus go on their moral high
horses to do... I'm not sure exactly - I've never been. In my experi-



Feeling: eepy (sorry sophie)
Listening to: maggots for brains

by Olivia Rodrigo
Craving: french onion soup

Editorial

ence the Socialists come back pissy as well as several autonomous

department OBs, so whatever happens at EdCon (besides the ludi-

crous amounts of drinking) can't be worth the trek all the way to...
whoop whoop? Idek. In saying that, there has to be some reason or

purpose for a conference that the NUS spends at least some sum

of cashola on...

Anyways, that's enough for now. Hopefully I can survive the remain-

der of the year without having to go to any conferences - although I

don't like my chances.

I will also be coming back to uni this semester after having taken last

semester off for health reasons. So if you see me, please come and

say hi! I'm a yapper and you've been warned: p

xoxo - tyra <3

Josh

Feeling: thank you

Listening to: Friday Prayer (feat.

Headie One & Aitch) by AJ
Tracey

Craving: oysters

The winter break has been a real period of transition for me and it

has felt like the most 'winter' of winter breaks I've experienced in a

while, in every way except for temperature, as it's been the warm-
est start to winter on record, thanks to the climate crisis (we're all
fucked).

The World Cup has been on and although our mighty Socceroos
were knocked out in the Round of 32, we can be buoyed by our
unrelenting attitude and commitment to always have a crack. A

more negative note about world football however, is the rank rac-

ism which has been exposed throughout this World Cup, both off
the pitch and on the pitch. From despicable comments made about

Kylian Mbappé by Paraguayan senator Celeste Amarilla, to disgust-
ing behaviour by fans, it seems that the beautiful game and an event

celebrating unity between nations has been poisoned. Although
Celeste Amarilla was roundly condemned for her remarks against
Kylian Mbappé, it still remains a failure on FIFA that racism has been

allowed to fester in football, to the extent that the same Argentinian

players who sung a racist chant about French players with African
heritage were allowed to play in the World Cup Final.

Apart from watching the World Cup during my winter break, I have

spent the time catching up on some odds and ends I missed during
the semester one and taking small trips away, including one to Ade-

laide for the Showdown. Although the match result was disappoint-
ing, I was reminded about how nice Adelaide is as a city, and I have

started planning my next getaway there.

Anyway, hope you enjoy Chaos!
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